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AIVffFfJnMT7NrrS to TT¥lr. ri AllVfS 

' Tbis listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

T Jsting of Oaims; 

1. (Cuirently Amended) A brake slack adjuster comprising: 

a housing having an opening with a gear disposed within said opening, said housing 
including a bore adjacent to said opening; 

a worm havmg afififiing an axi$,^and disposed within said bore engaging said gear, said 
wonn having an end portion with helical teeth; 

an actuator including an outer surface adjacent to said bore and an inner surface having 
complementaiy helical teeth engaging said helical teeth of said womi« said actuator having an 
aperture, and said actuator movable along said axis relative to said wonn; 

an actuator rod having an end disposed within said aperture^jaiid captured in said actuator 
by a retainer; and 

a pawl assembly coacting with said actuator fnr retaining said actuator in a rotational 
position relative to said axis. 

2. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 1, wherein said actuator is 

plastic. 

3. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 1» wherein said inner and 
outer surfaces arc deiined by an arcuate wall. 

3 

PAGE 3110 ' RCVD AT 11/16/2004 1:36:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:^^^^ 



11/16/2004 TUE 13:39 FAI 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



60,130-1407; 02inraO 185 

4. (Cljrrently Amended) A hraVfl slar^V adjuster f^rmiprif^ing: 

n hniising having an opening with a gear diaposcrd within said opftntng, ..said housing 
indiidin^^, borfi ndjnfiftPT tn said npRning; 

a worm defitiirtg ar> aitis, smd Higpnci^H withiTi said hore engaging said gear^ said worm 

having nn snd pnTtinn with hdifinl ffffith; 

iw aftfuatoi- incliiding an oirter siirfane adjar^ent tn aaid hore and an inper snrfane having 

cnmplcmRntnry hfilical .teeth engaging said hefical teeth of said wnrm. "said actfiiator having an 
aperture, and said afttiiator mnvahlft alnns said axis relative tn said wnrm, whfTRin said iniiflr and 
oiitjer siirfacfis are definfld by an amnatf! wall; 

an nrhiHtnr rnd having tin f;nd rtigpogffd within qaid npPirtnm and r.aptiir»^d in gaid flftiinfnr 

by a Tftf ainfir; 

a pawl assRmhly noacting with said actuator for retaining said actuator in a mtational 

pnsition rftlativft tn sflid flvtfiTluvhraVr O.ii.V . s dji i Owi . i i i n i iUi i u I n i.lyiTi ii wh r iirli i; and 

a biasing member is-airanged between said actuator and said housing bore^ urging said 
actuator into engagement with said worm end portion. 

5. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 4, wherein said 
actuator is movable along said axis between non-adjustment and adjustment positions in 
response to said actuator rod moving between brake apply and hi:akcj:clease positions. 

4 



PAGE 4110 ' RCVD AT 1 1/1 6/2004 1 :36:1 0 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' ^ 



11/16/2004 TUE 13:40 FAI 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



i0fl5/010 



60» 130- 1407; 02mra0185 

6. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 5, wherein said biasing 
member urges said actuator from said adjustment position to said non-adjustment position. 

7. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 5, wherein said 
worm end portion helical teeth and said actuator complementary helical teeth temporarily 
disengage in said adjustment position in response to movement of said actuator rod in a first 
direction. 

8. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 7, wherein said worm 
rotates said gear to a desired slack adjuster position in response to movement of said actuator rod 
in a second direction opposite said first direction. 

9. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 7, wherein said adjustment 
position corresponds to said brake apply position and said non-adjustment position corresponds 
to said brake release position. 

10. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 5, wherein said 
actuator rod end includes a slot having opposing terminal ends defining said non-adjustment and 
adjustment positions, and said retainer defined by a pin disposed with ..within said slot and 
secured to said actuator. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 5, wherein said 
actuator includes a cavity having a.leiigth with said one end of said length defining said non- 
adjustment position and the other end of said length defining said adjustment position. 

12. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 1 1, wherein said actuator 
xx)d esid includes an annular groove, and said retainer defined by a clip received in said annular 
groove. 

13. (Original) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 11, wherein said actuator 
includes a flange having said aperture and defining said one end. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A brake slack adjuster comprising: 

a housing having an opening with a gear disposed within said opening, said housing 
including a bore adjacent to said opening; 

a worm hsnm ^ defining an axis,..and disposed within said bore engaging said gear, said 
worm having an end portion with helical teeth; 

an actuator including an outer surface adjacent to said bore and an inner surface having 
complementary helical teeth engaging said helical teeth of said worm, said actuator movable 
along said axis relative to said worm; 

a biasing member between said actuator and said housing bore urging said actuator into 
engagement with said worm end portion; and 

a pawl assembly coacting with said actuator JGocprcvcnting rotation movement of said 
actuator about said axis relative to said housmg. 

15. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 14, wherein 
said pawl assembly is received within a second bore in said housing J|a£m£d.transverse to said 
bore» said pawl assembly having an end cs^tured within an elongated slot in said actuator which 
is generally parallel with said axis. 

16. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 15, wherein 
said.pawl assembly includes a neck adjacent to said end. and said elongated slot defines a lip 
with said lip received by said neck. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 16, wherein 
sauL.elongated slot includes an enlarged opening for receiving said end, and said elongated 
opening- slot excluding said enlarged opening includes a width less than turn end diameter. 

18. (Currently Amended) A brake slack adjuster comprising: 

a housing having an opening with a gear disposed within said opening, said housing 
including a bore adjacent to said opening; 

a worm fravm g defining an axls disposed within, said bore engaging said gear; 

an actuator movable between non-adjustment and adjustment positions, said actuator 
having an aperture; 

an actuator rod having an end disposed within said aperture, said end including a slot 
having opposing temiinal ends defming said non-adjustment and adjustment positions, and a pin 
disposed vntiUAdlhin said slot imd.secured to said actuator. 

19. (New) The brake slack adjuster according to claim 2, wherein a plastic biasing 
member is provided by said actuator. 
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